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_Bactels, thea-the: 'ug -enforcement.
~chief, states-simply-?*An ‘assassination |

WYY t
AVTZARTD

{‘./‘*1’-9 : THE WASHINGTON POST

17 May 1980
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T Assassination- \ctempt—-—'lhore

‘Tore_to :the aceount, published re f
4

cenny in this space, of an assassination

‘plot asainst. Panama’s military., dxma—f

toc, Gen. Omar* ‘Torrijos. The ‘new ‘de- |

»tails-ace- lockedr i mwsecretmes of
the:. .Drug. E nmrcument s

err
A chssmed memouldressed o= ohn -

Lael e
g

_attempt. was uncoverad-agairst: Gen.
'."'orrijo&nn July-22, 1974; in. Banama.”
-'The decument explains that details of
~the plot were pld ed upx“‘nrowh un-
-gmual(l% channels. " 7w T
I 'The gunsoting Panamaniane- leader
imay have been saved by toe DEA intel-
Jligence tip; whieh .was quietly: passed
along to Panamanian authorities. They
Jarrested the snspected assassin-andiex-

"naies on what to do ahout- theTorrijos
Taide: The options included eiiminating
him_ by “assassinaiion.: althaugh.- the.
"DEA bosses insist_tais wa:, never; awen‘
_ser lOU.:- conslderauon

tracted a coafession from him. He con-’
_firmed that he-had plotted.to kill-Tor-
rijos,- hoping- to throw Panama into
'cmoa the confidantial report reveals.

. Another document. raises the posst
bility that. DEA agents were involved
i an assassination- plot- in' Panama.
:This . controversial - report .. was..sub--
,mitted by--Michael DeFeo, head:of a’
three-man. Jussice - Department”. team
assigned to mvemvate DEA a!ledecl
_misconduct’. < <
LThe! -supp( ;
.which raised 1 series of Char”@; and
"rountemmges betweerr Conzress and"
“the - Justice Department—relates a:

“vague discussion hetiween fwo-DEA of- |

ficials, who allegedly proposed that °
. Toreijos! chief assistant be assassinated -

be( ause of his dmv dm’mo B

The DEA b[‘(l\) memm:ﬂ/ cmny
that their people hatehad.any such
Cpiot. ‘They admit, howevar, that a top
Nixon administration drug oificial had
rece\ved va rious optionsdrom sutordi-

- Uex" 'assured n’e tner»« hlr-‘”;: el Sub-
'stamml ~housecleaning at the-agency
_in response to'the DeFo -ux:epﬂrt-axlea&
“tions. He also insisted-thas ihes udy
was available tor oroowr-exucxals. ~ade i
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